Dictionary of Local-Botanical
Names' in Indian Folk Life

(Guide to over 26000 tribal and rural plant names
documented in sixty years ethnobotanical field work)

Pupalia lappacea
Rajaan Diospyros montana!

VaitikaWain
ichroce'p.ha'la integifo; SUKD ‘j@n[m

Gobhi Sonchus wightianus
Dahya Callicarpa macrophyll
Mairu Ulmus wallichiana Sesu
Goriya Maesa indica
ok Z/;r;ogelssus (I Juna LF’hoenix acaulis To,e,,,-a“;;,-‘;‘ﬁg'a
SIS Sora Lagenaria siceraria = . )
B;ﬂ:;]’: Z ;er':jii i Tatkhar Pleris longifolia  Batula Halosarcia indica gy P2tero Pacdera foetida
i Nanobhindo Malachra capitata  Bisala Citrullus colocynthis bilTg Scmmz:’;’gﬁh"
R Salava dumpa Lasia spinosa Bhakimlo Rhus chinensis

& o e Wangifera indiga
o . Vanrai lumeopsis flava  Keralata Limnophila indica
Sureli Gisekia pharnaceoides & Vena (Egrysopogoneancearius

Kilak Hevicarav Actiniopteris dichotoma Endisah Murdannia vaginata
Phragmites karka

Tilkatta Tricholepis glaberrima  Kalakani  ~ Cltoria tematea
: ChadaigudiVitex altissima
Lavali Cyperus rotundus
Jammi Prosopis cineraria Dola Jatropha curcas

; : Nakkera Ximenia americana
Mawai Boswellia serrata  viakundi Gymnema sylvestre

Irul Xylia xylocarpa  Shindoli Borassus flabellifer

Fadala Tylophora indica

Orila Desmodium gangeticum

Donkeo Musa paradisiaca
Kalli Opuntia dillenii
Neikki Leea indica

Senthandu
Begonia malabarica

Vellachund
Solanum viarung

. .
5%






DICTIONARY OF
LOCAL-BOTANICAL NAMES
OF PLANTS IN INDIAN FOLK LIFE

(Guide to over 26000 tribal and rural plant names
documented in sixty years ethnobotanical field work)

VARTIKA JAIN
S. K. JAIN

4
' 'SCIENTIFIC



Published by

SCIENTIFIC PUBLISHERS (INDIA)
Jodhpur —

5 A, New Pali Road

P.O. Box 91

Jodhpur - 342 001 INDIA

© 2018, Authors and Publisher.

Contact address:

Dr. Vartika Jain

3, Arvind Nagar, Sunderwas
Udaipur-313001 Rajasthan, India

Email: vartikajain31@gmail.com

Dr. S. K. Jain

26-A, Avas-Vikas Colony, Mall Avenue Colony
Lucknow-226001 Uttar Pradesh, India

Ph: +91-522-2235474

Cover legend:

Rough outline of India showing some local and botanical names.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication or the information contained herein may be reproduced,
adapted, abridged, translated, stored in a retrieval system, computer system, photographic or other systems or
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, by photocopying, recording or otherwise,
without written prior permission from the publisher.

Disclaimer: Whereas every effort has been made to avoid errors and omissions, this publication is being sold on
the understanding that neither the editors (or authors) nor the publishers nor the printers would be liable in
any manner to any person either for an error or for an omission in this publication, or for any action to be
taken on the basis of this work. Any inadvertent discrepancy noted may be brought to the attention of the
publisher, for rectifying it in future editions, if published.

Trademark Notice: Product or corporate names may be trademarks or registered trademarks, and are used only
for identification and explanation without intent to infringe.

ISBN: 978-93-83692-51-4
eISBN: 978-93-87869-57-8

Visit the Scientific Publishers (India) website at
hetp://www.scientificpub.com
Printed in India



PREFACE

Names are given for referring to living or non-living objects. All plant species so far
known to man have been given scientific names according to International rules on the
subject. These rules state that one species can have only one internationally accepted valid
name and no two species can have same name. Local names of plants however, have no
such rules.

About a hundred books have been published in Indian ethnobotany in last three or
four decades, most of them are descriptive, dealing with concept, definition, scientific and
economic importance of subject. Many field workers often do not attach much importance
to local names and sometimes even don’t record them. Usually National and Regional
Floras don’t have index of local names. Few books having local names of some plants
provide a few page alphabetical indexes of local names and rarely give the botanical names
against them.

Rural folk, forest dwellers and other people living in remote areas often give names to
plants relevant to their daily material/cultural needs. Such names are usually spoken by
small number of people and restricted to limited regions. Such remote areas are rich
locations for documenting traditional and indigenous knowledge and a very favorite spot
for ethnobotanical field work. Ethnobotanists record such names during their field studies.
These names are specific to small ethnic groups and vary from region to region. Several
research workers in field such as anthropologists, foresters, botanists, gatherers of herbs
record such names relevant to their work. Many such scholars want to relate these names
for purpose of precise identification of such plants. There is no handy volume depicting
such names for entire country. The present book is intended to fill this need. The book has
over 26000 local names and relevant botanical names given against them.

Most popularly spoken languages have their own names of plants. Some of these
names have become popular also in commerce and trade. Indexes for names of plants in
various national and indigenous languages which are largely spoken, popular in urban areas
and generally among literate people are sometimes available in books on economic plants
but names given to plants by local people are prevalent in remote areas among rather
illiterate people. This book is largely different in this aspect as local/rural folk names hardly
little overlap with such indexes.

The present book is a collection of local names from first hand reports collected from
over 1200 research papers and books published in last six decades. It is a compilation of
large number of tribal and rural local names of plants in a single volume and will be
beneficial for both botanists as well as non-botanist field workers.
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