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Preface

The North-eastern region of India is considered to be the natural home and
a reservoir of various citrus species including mandarin orange. The important
species of citrus in the NEH region are necessary with a view to their respective
classification, morphology and important role in cultivation. These have
commercial propagation and resistant value against biotic and abiotic stress.
The selection of mother plants for seed and budwood is the most important
criteria for producing healthy planting material. Therefore, the selection of the
mother plant should be made from authentic sources with a known pedigree
with respect to health, vigour, regular bearing and high yield with good fruit
quality. The need to collect and conserve the resources of the citrus has got
paramount importance because the numbers of cultivated genotypes are
gradually narrowed down. It is also a need to protect the cultivated germplasm
since many of the field gene banks are under deteriorated conditions due to
several factors. Although the genetic diversity of citrus has got immense
potential to raise the quality of fruit production and productivity, the
conservation and commercialization of these genotypes have not yet been
carried out in depth. Further, the present situation of climate change, depletion
of natural resources, faulty agro techniques (Jhum cultivation), increasing
demand on the limited resources and changing attitude of the farmers towards
some newly introduced cash crops have paved the way for genetic erosion of
the valuable resources and most of them are in the verge of extinction.

Although citrus crop cultivation is not a new issue for production and
management in NEH region but technical literature focusing the citrus crop
cultivation in NEH region is not available abundantly. Therefore, first and
foremost, I am cordially thankful to Dr. S. Ayyappan, Chancellor, CAU,
Imphal and Former DG, ICAR and Secretary, DARE and Dr. Anupam Mishra,
VC, CAU, Imphal for encouraging and motivating us for this publication. We
are also thankful to Director Instruction, Director Research, Director Extension
Education, CAU, Imphal and Dean, COA, Iroisemba, who encouraged and
provided valuable suggestions and ideas to improve the authenticity and quality
of this book. The dream seen so far has now been converted into reality due to
the very valuable efforts of all the contributors; therefore, my sincere thanks are
recorded towards them. Bringing out this book in the existing shape has been
possible due to the rigorous and continuous efforts of all the teaching staff of
the College of Agriculture, CAU, Imphal.
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We are confident this publication will be an essential source of the citrus
crop: production and management information for scientists, extension persons,
agriculture graduates and farming communities.

— Editors
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