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Preface

Indian agriculture has made tremendous growth after Independence. Food
production has increased from 50 million tons in 1947 to 283 million tons in
2017-18. The landmark achievements in agriculture since 1960’s are due to
introduction of high yielding varieties, increased use of fertilizers and other
inputs, expansion of irrigation facilities, effective extension efforts, improved
agronomic practices, and besides all, the valuable contribution of Indian
farmers.

However, the use of high quality seeds plays a pivotal role in crop
production to achieve food security. The performance and efficacy of other
inputs also depend on the use of quality seed. Good quality seed alone
contributes for 15-20 per cent increase in the yield of crops.

Importance of seed in Indian Agriculture gave a great scope to design
curriculum on Seed Science and Technology in undergraduate and post
graduate levels at different State Agricultural Universities. Students and
scholars showed a lot of interest in specializing Seed Science and Technology
and look for good positions in both public and private organizations. To secure
a good score in competitive exams, they have to excel well in the exams as
well as personal interviews and group discussions.

To meet out the needs of the students and scholars, efforts are taken to
compile the book on “Model Tests of Seed Science and Technology”. This
book will be a useful guide to the students and scholars, who are specializing in
Seed Science and Technology.

February, 2020 K. VANANGAMUDI
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