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Preface 

The pulse for this book was felt in 1992 when 

Department of Nematology, CCS Haryana Agricultural 

University organized a summer institute ‘Management of 

plant parasitic nematodes in different crops’. The 

participants and also the resource persons from other 

institutes, highly appreciated the compilation of notes 

prepared by the faculty of the department to cover practical 

aspects of the course. As concerns for a similar compilation 

have been expressed by students and researchers working on 

different aspects of nematodes at various occasions, it was 

thought imperative by the editors to come with this book that 

covers both basic and applied techniques used in Nematology.  

This book encompasses the most commonly used methods 

on basic and applied aspects of Nematology rather than 

compiling various techniques available in the literature. 

Emphasis has been given to make techniques comprehensible 

with sketches and photographs. Illustrated identification keys 

for common phytophagous nematode genera, species, and 

races of root knot, cyst and reniform nematodes, etc., have 

been included to meet the requirement of workers not well 

versed in nematode taxonomy. The book should prove to be 

indispensable for both under graduate and post graduate 

students, and researchers interested in working with the 

wonderful world of tiny creatures - the plant parasitic 

nematodes. Different exercises of the book have been written 

by the expert scientists having more than twenty five years of 

practical experience in the field of Nematology. 

We thank all the authors for their contributions to this 

book. Photographs of entomopathogenic nematodes kindly 

supplied by Dr. Mrs. KK Walia of this Department, and of 

‘Ufra’ disease of rice by Dr. Debanand Das, Department of 

Entomology, Assam Agricultural University, Jorhat are 
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gratefully acknowledged. We also thank Vice Chancellor, CCS 

Haryana Agricultural University, Hisar for granting us 

permission to write this book. 

 

Harish K Bajaj 

RS Kanwar 

DC Gupta 

 

Dated: 8 October, 2010 
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