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FOREWORD 

I find myself fortunate to have the opportunity to live and experience the 
working life of the farmers and the farming in Kansas (USA), Nigeria 
(Africa), Saudi Arabia and Yemen (Middle East), Italy (Europe) and India, 
Myanmar, and Thailand (Asia). It was further strengthened by visits to 
farmers in another about 100 countries. Day after day and month after 
month and even years, it made me to realize that community culture, 
language and farming in each state, country and continent are different from 
each other but some things are common and that they are all doing farming, 
they are growing food and they all doing for the livelihood of their families, 
neighbors and communities near and far. 

Further, my assignment with the global FAO’s Special Programme on 
Food Security for Low-Income Food Deficit Countries launched during 1994 
gave deeper insight into the important dimension of livelihood i.e. food 
security. It was not only the question of making adequate food available but 
make it available all the time. But at that time more than 800 million people 
were suffering from hunger and malnutrition, evidently they had no access to 
food and now the number of those hungry people has increased to one billion, 
in spite of efforts to mitigate it. The question is how to access the food to 
those who have no capacity to have it. 

The farmers have worked to their capacity within the resources available 
to produce food, and now it is the turn of the governance of countries to 
enhance the capacity of the people to access the food for their livelihood. The 
answer is, increased employment and income generation. 

Thus, livelihood has different dimensions and facets, but agriculture and 
food buying capacity are major components because food is the basic. In the 
present time with modern life and living, food has emerged with important 
components like adequacy, nutrition and health requirements which have 
been designated as food security, nutrition security and health security. 
Hence, horticulture is a serious stake holder as described in the present 
publication. 

With its mandate on food and nutrition security, the Dr. Prem Nath 
Agricultural Science Foundation (PNASF), Bangalore has endeavored to 
invite the national and international well-known authors to contribute to this 
book on this subject. Grateful thanks are due to authors of each paper 
presented in this book for their voluntary contribution. It is expected that the 
present publication will enlighten the readers and disseminate the message 
keeping in line with the title and theme of the book and subject. 

The editors of this book have done tremendous job in preparing the 
blueprint of this book, in organizing the papers and in editing them, Ms. 
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Vanita N. Shetty of the PNASF, Bangalore spent long hours to prepare the 
whole manuscript in an excellent manner. 

Acknowledgement is due to the Scientific Publishers (India), Jodhpur for 
their best efforts in quality printing of this book in a timely manner. 

Lastly, many thanks to those who have contributed in some form or 
other in the preparation of this book, but their name does not appear in this 
publication. 

 
 
 

 
September 25, 2010                                   Prem Nath 

Chairman, PNASF 
Former Asst. Director General, FAO 

Chairperson, Executive Council, VEGINET 
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