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Preface 

In developing countries, traditional methods have special 
advantages over modern agricultural techniques. The capital and 
technological skill requirement in the use of traditional technologies 
are generally low and their adoption often requires little restructure of 
the traditional societies. These traditional technologies are nothing 
but indigenous knowledge. By adopting such indigenous knowledge, 
our ancestors did not face any problem of large scale pest out break or 
economic crisis unlike the today’s farmers.    

Indigenous knowledge is not confined to tribal groups or the 
original inhabitants of an area. It is not even confined to rural people. 
It is dynamic and it changes through indigenous creativity and 
innovativeness as well as through contact with other system. 
Indigenous knowledge is available in almost all the agro-climatic 
zones and in all the farming system. 

The traditional practices and their scientific validations were 
covered in this book and the practices were rationalised. These 
rational practices will serve the scientists with new technology for test 
verification and to select the viable technology for field level 
recommendation. 

This book should serve as a valuable tool and provide useful 
insights to planners and policy makers, research and extension 
directors, as well as scholars and practioners who are concerned with 
agricultural development in poor countries. 

This book will also serve as a reference material and highly useful 
to the community of scholars and scientific workers both in the 
laboratories and applied fields. This will set the phase for the future 
generation in this area. 
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Feed back from the farmers

T8 - Cow dung extract + Zinc sulphate

sample of results in Red banana

T8 - Cowdung extract + Zinc sulphate

Sample of results in Poovan

T10 - Urea + Sulphate of potash + Water

+ fresh cow dung Sample of results in

Red banana

Feedback Dharmathupatti



Feedback Kondayampatti

Advisory committee interacting

with farmer

Assessing the growth of the treated

bunch

Examining the treated bunch

Explaining the principles involved Interaction with experimented farmer



Feedback Kondayampatti

Observing feed back

T8 - Cow dung extract + Zinc sulphate

Sample of results in Robusta

T9 - Cowdung extract + Borax sample

of results in Robusta

T 10 - Urea + Sulphate of Potash +

Water + Fresh cowdung Sample of

results in Robusta



FS Meet Dharmathupatti

Listening the results of the research Obataining feed back

Presenting results to the participants

Sharing the results to the farmers



FS meet Kondayampatti

Sharing experience - Experimenter

Presenting the views on resultsDisplaying the content of workshop

Presenting the results to the participants



Key informants workshop

Discussion between farmers and

Scientists at Dhrmathupatti

Briefing objectives of research

Farmers scientists interaction in Key

informant workshop at Dharmathupatti

Discussion to finalize the treatment

combinations at Kondayampatti.

Finalize treatment combinations in

Kondayampatti

Finalizing the treatment combinations

Noting down the treatment combinations

at Dharmathupatti

Group leader sharing his experience

at Dharmathupatti



T3 - Panchakavia + Brick chamber

wood ash

T1 - household wood ash +

pregnant cow urine

T2 - Brick chamber wood ash +

Pregnant cow urine

Mixing the treatment combinations

Enlightening various mixed

ingredients by the researcher
Displaying Treatment details

T4 - Panchakavia +

House hold wood ash

Treatments in Kondayampatti



Treatments in Kondayampatti

T5 - Urea T6 - Urea + Sulphate

of Potash

T7 - Cow dung extract

+ Zinc sulphate + Borax

T8 - Cow dung extract +

Zinc sulphate

T9 - Cow dung extract

+ Borax

T10 - Urea + Sulphate of

Potash + Water + fresh

cow dung

T11 - Cow dung extract solution T12 - Control
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