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PREFACE

In recent years, the concept of nutrient management has undergone 

many changes. With the tremendous advances made in the understanding of 

the role of various fertility elements, greater emphasis has now been given to 

secondary and micro nutrients. Introduction of fertilizer responsive high 

yielding varieties and hybrids led to major and micro-nutrient deficiencies, 

resulting in loss of soil fertility. Identification of deficiency symptoms for 

amelioration involves careful observation of crop behavoiur and a complete 

understanding of the nutrient elements in the plant system.

Considering the importance and emerging need in this area, a book on 

Nutritional and physiological disorders in crop plants has been 

prepared in a simple language. We feel this will help to improve the 

knowledge on diagnosis of deficiencies of mineral elements and their 

rectification. The main feature of this guide is the point-by-point description 

of the various visual deficiency symptoms exhibited by the crop plants.            

The book has been written primarily for the students of Agriculture and 

Horticulture and also for those engaged in this profession.

Madurai
th4  December, 2008

C. RAJENDRAN
K. RAMAMOORTHY
S. JULIET HEPZIBA
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